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MEETINGS OF THE HISTOEICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1898. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held January 10, 1898, President 
Charles J. Stillfi, presiding. 

Mr. Oliver Hough read a paper on " Captain William Crispin, one of 
Penn's Commissioners for settling the Colony," for which the thanks of 
the Society were voted. 

Dr. Keen, Librarian, reported the following accessions since the last 
stated meeting : boobs, 616 ; pamphlets, 208 ; miscellaneous articles, 40. 
Among the more important gifts were the following : 

A large collection of engravings, broadsides, caricatures, etc., from 
Mr. Frank L. Vinton. 

A type-written copy of " Abstract of Minutes of Abingdon Monthly 
Meeting, 1746-1774," from Mr. Joseph E. Gillingham. 

Portraits of Gustavus Hesselius and his wife, painted by himself, from 
Mr. Charles H. Hutchinson. 

A handsome hand-painted fan presented by the authorities of Canton 
to Captain John Green, of the " Empress of China," the first American 
vessel flying the American flag to enter that port, in 1784, from Miss 
Mary M. Green. 

From the family of the late David Paul Brown, Esq., a silver pitcher 
presented to him by the "disfranchised citizens of Philadelphia, 1841." 

The " Washington Collection" of the late William S. Baker, of 430 
handsomely bound volumes, 1092 engravings, and 1146 medals, coins, 
and tokens. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held March 14, 1898, President 
Charles J. Stille in the chair. 

An address was delivered by F. E. Diffenderfer, Esq., on " The Quaker 
and Palatine as Commonwealth-Builders." 

On motion of Mr. W. C. Stevenson, Jr., the thanks of the Society were 
tendered to Mr. Diffenderfer. 

Nominations for officers of the Society, to be voted for at the annual 
meeting, being in order, the following gentlemen were placed in nomi- 
nation : 

President. 
Charles J. StillS. 

Honorary Vice-Presidents. 
Craig Biddle, Ferdinand J. Dreer. 
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Vice-Presidents (to serve three years). 
Samuel W. Pennypacker, J. Edward Carpenter. 

Recording Secretary. 
Hampton L. Carson. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
Howard W. Lloyd. 

Treasurer. 
Francis Howard Williams. 

Auditor. 
Richard M. Cadwalader. 

Councillors (to serve four years). 

George H. Fisher, William H. Lambert 

Charlemagne Tower, Jr., ( t0 flu th e unexpired term 

Charles Eoberts, of ™ liam s - Baker - de " 

' ceased). 

Tellers were appointed to conduct the election to be held on the 
second Monday in May. 

The Librarian reported the following among the recent gifts to the 
Society. 

The key to the old United States Mint on Seventh Street near Market, 
from A. C. Johnson. 

A secretary belonging to the Commissary-General of the British army, 
left in the house of Joseph Sims when the British evacuated Philadel- 
phia ; bequest of the late Mrs. Rebecca H. Sims. 

A sword surrendered at the battle of Trenton, and given by General 
Washington to Joseph Sims ; presented by Joseph Sims. 

A water-color sketch of the Governor's house, on Second Street. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held May 9, 1898, President 
Charles J. StillS presiding. 

Paul Leicester Ford, Esq., read a paper on "The New England 
Primer," and, on motion, the thanks of the Society were tendered. 

The Report of the Council for the year ending December 31, 1897, 
was read and directed to be spread on the minutes. 

The tellers reported the election of the officers nominated at the 
stated meeting in March. 

Major J. Edward Carpenter having declined a renomination for 
Treasurer, after a service of thirty years, the Society adopted a minute 
bearing testimony to his fidelity to its financial affairs during his in- 
cumbency. (For minute, see page 243.) 
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Mr. Charles Roberts presented a handsome portrait of Gilbert Stuart, 
the artist, painted by John Neagle, after some introductory remarks re- 
lating to the painter. 

Major "William H. Lambert presented a unique broadside, entitled 
" The Bloody Butchery of 1774," a reprint of the Salem, Massachusetts, 
forty-coffins broadside, by Barber, of Philadelphia. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held November 14, 1898, Presi- 
dent Charles J. StillS in the chair. 

Professor John Bach McMaster was introduced, who read a paper on 
" An Old Land Dispute with Spain." 

On motion of Richardson L. Wright, a vote of thanks was tendered 
to Professor McMaster. 



